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“If George Could Talk…Perspectives on Money”

I understand chasing the dollar.  Maybe you can too. That describes a good portion of my life.  My goal at 25was to make my first million by 30th and retire by age 35.
Maybe you’re thinking you’ve got it made.  It’s all over but the counting. 
Or on the flip side, maybe you’re caught wondering where it all went to? I relate to going broke.
1986 tax act for investment real estate:   values, debt ratio.  My case.  Bankrupcy out?   Psalm 15:  “Oh Lord, who made abide in your tent?  Who may dwell on your holy hill?  He who walks with integrity.  He who swears by his own hurt and does not change.”  Bankrupcy was not a debt relief vehicle  for me.  12 years for God to retire the debt.
I am not proud or boasting of my experiences; merely bring this up to demonstrate the importance of biblical perspectives and the profound impact they can have on a life, particularly in the area of money.
I presume many in this room are wealthy.   Perhaps most or all of us.  Truth is, by any measure, we are rich and have extensive experiences with money.  We are all involved with making it, handling it and spending it.  
But did you know that money is one of the most addressed topics in the scriptures? Jesus addresses the topic more than any other.  Given the importance of money in our culture, may I suggest that there is a reason for its position in the scriptures.  I found that through my own financial journey that the answers to money issues can be answered and relied upon in the Bible.
Seems that the American past-time has morphed into the pursuit of money.  We are the richest country in the world and currently enjoying the highest per capita income in our history.  You would think that would result in an equally high contentment and gratefulness level.
But our desire for money has become insatiable.
We have the highest income per capita in our nation’s history and yet most claim they are living paycheck to paycheck.  
And certainly, we can’t do without our $7 coffees multiple  times during the day.  One survey I read said that over 50% of Americans eat out at restaurants 4 or more times per week.  Nothing wrong with coffee and restaurants—just raises some red flags if we are living on fumes and have massive amounts of debt to our name.
· We have an unprecedented focus on prosperity and  the desire for wealth accumulation and yet an unashamedly escalation of debt and lifestyle increase beyond our means.
· We are experiencing a new trend of life goals:   early retirement fromwork:  that is, get as much as you can and then quit work as early as you can.

· Americans have been among the highest per capita income on the planet
· Yet America is among highest per capita credit card balances on the planet
· $18 trillion in personal debt in the United States.

· Ironically we may be the most discontent country on earth.  

· Personal bankruptcies are up significantly year over year over the past 20 years.

· The abuse of our money is just staggering.  It is truly by God’s mercy that we are able to enjoy the lifestyles we have.  Alexander Hamilton was hired by George Washington to create a monetary system for the country.  That’s why I ask, What would he say If George could talk….

(Expectations/Goal):   Money is a large and challenging topic in the Scriptures.  We can’t possibly be exhaustive as we crack open the door in our discussion today.  However, I think we can approach God’s  thinking on the subject; His intensions and implications for us--at least for us to consider. We could spend all weekend talking about investments, debt, giving and budgeting, etc. but that is for another day.  So we will attempt to take on some over-arching biblical truths for our consideration. 
So, What we will attempt to cover over the next 60 minutes or so:
1.  Governing Biblical principles of Money
2. Biblical Purpose of Money
3. Benefits, Warnings, Dangers 
4. Biblical application for your consideration

PRAYER:  Jesus, be our teacher and guide today.  Make us open and available to what you have for us.  We seek to align ourselves with you, so move our own biases out of the way and replace them with your ways and thoughts.  Receive the glory you rightly deserve.  In Christ’s name.  Amen.
We all know about money.  It is the medium by which the world uses to obtain that which is desired.  Everyone knows this.  For this reason, it is at top of mind for all of us—from global/national relationships to corporate business to our families and to the individual.

Governing Biblical Principles
The Bible teaches that God owns all of it.  He is the dispenser of all of it.  He gives and He takes away at His discretion.
“Both riches and honor come from You , and You rule over all, and in Your hand is power and might; and it lies in Your hand to make great and to strengthen everyone” (1 Chronicles 29:14).
 “The Lord makes poor and rich; He brings low, He also exults.  He raises the poor from the dust; He lifts the needy from the ash heap to make them sit with nobles, and inherit a seat of honor” (2 Samuel 2:7-8). 
Money is God’s to use as he decides.  However, It seems that believers actually LIVE as though they have what they have because they earned it or because they deserve it, neither of which is true.
“…so you may learn not to exceed what is written, so that not one of you will become arrogant in behalf of one against another.  For who regards you as superior?  What do you have that you did not receive?  And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?” (1 Corinthians 4:6-7).  
Paul writes that “My God will supply all your needs according to His riches in Christ Jesus.” Phil 4:19.
God supplies, not man.
Our role is not to make the money as it all belongs to God and He is the provider.   We are God’s appointed stewards of what has been given to us.  
Paul writes in 1Corinthians 9:17:  “I have a stewardship for that which has been entreated to me.”
 It is not how much we have or don’t have but as stewards, how we respond to what we been given that counts in the economy of God.  
So, it is not our role or responsibility to manipulate God’s plan for the distribution of His resources  by obsessive hard work, shrewd scheming in order to increase our net worth, our cash flow or standard of living.
It is as though each of us has been delt a hand of cards.  The issue is not what we have been delt, but what we do with what we have been delt, how we play the hand during the process of life.
We are only stewards of the provision.
 As stewards of the money God has entrusted to us, we can spend it, save it or give it.  We have the freedom but also the responsibility to do so.  That is the good news.  The bad news, we will be held accountable for those decisions.
1 Cor 3:9-15

9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. 

10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building upon it. But let each man be careful how he builds upon it. 

11 For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

12 Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, 

13 each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. 

14 If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward. 

15 If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire. 
NASB

Notice he is not speaking of salvation here.  That is the foundation—v 10.  This is the response to the foundation.  It is really quite simple.  There is eternal consequence for how we behave this side of the grave. We are to steward the money based on His Word, His instruction. And the bible is full of instruction on how to spend it, save it or give it away. So we are not hanging out there on a limb.  We just simply need to treat money as God intended and act in faithfulness, representing Him.  We do not have the time in these few short minutes to deep dive into these areas, but He does not leave us short handed as I encourage you to study and develop convictions in these areas.  
Without the stewardship understanding, we tend to look at what we have and compare it to our neighbors. We do this to see how we stand with others, to bolster up personal significance and secure what we perceive as independence.  But In the economy of God, it is not comparison to others, but faithfulness with His provision to His precepts and commands that will matter in eternity.  
2 Cor 10:12-13

12 For we are not bold to class or compare ourselves with some of those who commend themselves; but when they measure themselves by themselves, and compare themselves with themselves, they are without understanding. 

13 But we will not boast beyond our measure, but within the measure of the sphere which God apportioned to us as a measure, to reach even as far as you.
NASB

Inherent in the comparison argument of my resources with others assumes I have control over the level of my income and that I am able to take actions to make more so that I can compare favorably.  Its delusionary.  

“Look at my standard of living.  My life style against yours.  You only make how much?  You live where?  You drive what kind of car?”  

Comparison will only lead to 1) despair or 2) arrogance.  But will not help us in abiding in or understanding God or His ways—or stewarding His resources.
 
Knowing the way God thinks and applying are two different but critical avenues to implementing these biblical principles. We all struggle with the “how to’s” and getting on the right path.  
I encourage to strongly consider applying the Bible’s teaching on money, but first before we can correctly apply we need to know and understand Him and His purposes.

So, before we talk about His purposes, Let’s review and then we will Come up for air for questions.
1.  God owns it all.
2. We are stewards of what He owns.  Tremendous responsibility in managing another’s resources.
3. We are accountable to how we steward:  The criteria is our faithfulness to His ways. He sets the way in which He wants it managed.
4. We can learn how to be good stewards through study of what the Scriptures offer on the topic.
Questions?
Purpose:  (3 and only 3) biblical purposes of money:  basic needs, enjoyment, meeting needs of others.
Purpose of money #1:  To meet our basic needs:  food, clothing, shelter.    He uses money to provide the basics for us. We each have unique individual needs.  Some may need 5 bedroom house, others need a 2 bedroom.  No hard and fast normative standard to measure basic needs  as God determines what that need is—He defines it for each of us individually, not according to our standard.   
Our desired standard of living for food, clothing and shelter is likely not His idea of our level of basic needs.  So we must be careful of having expectations of God as to our basic needs.  Remember:  Our job is to steward His money, not create a higher standard of basic needs than He has planned for us.  As stewards, therefore, we need to learn contentment in whatever He provides.  It is His money and He doles in out as He wishes.
 “Matt 6:25-33

25 "For this reason I say to you, do not be anxious for your life, as to what you shall eat, or what you shall drink; nor for your body, as to what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and the body than clothing? 

26 "Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? 

27 "And which of you by being anxious can add a single cubit to his life's span? 

28 "And why are you anxious about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, 

29 yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory did not clothe himself like one of these. 

30 "But if God so arrays the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more do so for you, O men of little faith? 

31 "Do not be anxious then, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'With what shall we clothe ourselves?' 

32 "For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 

33 "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you. 
NASB

Note:  the condition in v 33:  seek first His kingdom and His righteousness…then
Purpose of money #2:   To enjoy life:  This money for the enjoyment of life is derived from money that exceeds the basic needs for life.  It is there to make life easier, enjoyable.  We all know about this.  We are good at it.  
1 Tim 6:17-18

17 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. 

God is an extravagant, generous provider and wants us to enjoy His provision.   He gives great freedom in how we spend on ourselves and others.

He doesn’t intent us to be wasteful as stewards. But He is enormously generous, and we are called to represent His generosity.  He expects us to represent His generosity.  By the way, We have no rules to measure generosity. We know what generosity looks like only by faith, studying and observing Him and His provision .  

Read Deuteronomy 14:22-27 Not under the law today, but this example speaks the obvious mercy and generosity of our Father.

As generous as He is, anything received beyond basic needs as God defines, cannot become my expectation of God.  He may elect to provide more or less to me in the future.  It is His prerogative.
 Again, we are accountable for our decisions as stewards.  Consider:

Luke 12:48
“And from everyone who has been given much shall much be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more.”
NASB
Anything more than my basic needs we may consider it a blessing and look forward to the resulting increased enjoyment. True.  However, in the economy of God, it carries with it an increased responsibility and accountability.  Increased levels of income can work to our advantage and also to our disadvantage.  It may be viewed a blessing but maybe more of a stewardship burden than what initially appears as a blessing.
Also, the line between enjoyment and indulgence is a blurry one.  How do I deal with this?   Enjoyment is one thing, indulgence another.  One is in alignment with God, the other demonstrates a temporal focus, independent of God.  

Again, we get to choose with great freedom, but with an accountability.  One day we will review these decisions before Jesus.  God has designed life to be a walk of faith so as to drive dependence on Him in each of us.  Each of us are therefore, compelled to know and understand Him so develop convictions in these areas.

Purpose of money #3:   Service to Others, giving to others, meeting needs of others; including  the funding of the ministry.  Biblical ministry is evangelism to the lost, edification to the saints.  We call it E2.  We are all called to participate and that may include the use of the resources He has provided.  Again, its His money—how does He want it used?
Phil 2:3-4

3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; 

4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 
NASB

We give as a part of our service to God as a demonstration to Him that we have embraced His value system.
He does not need us to give for His benefit. We do Him no favors with our giving.  He is not dependent on us for the welfare of others.  He meets the needs of others, independent of our giving.  He does not call us to give to Him what He already owns!    He invites us to give for our benefit, as a privilege, for our growth.  As a statement of our dependence on Him.
These are the 3 biblical uses of money that God endorses.  Note:   There are no others.  He does not give us money for  independence, significance, building of net worth, security, sense of self-worth.    Meeting of our basic needs, enjoyment and meeting the needs of others are the 3 and only 3 purposes.
Someone once said, if you want to know what God thinks, take the world’s value system and turn it upside down.  So it is with money.   
The focus on these 3 purposes for money is on the heart of God:  people and eternity.   Give your life to the things that last.   The way you do that is through the pursuit of knowing and understanding  God through His Word.
In review:  the 3 basic purposes of money:  the meeting of basic  needs, the enjoyment of life and meeting the needs of others.
Come up for air!
Some Benefits, Warnings and Dangers 
Matt 6:19-21

19 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 

20 "But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 

21 for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
NASB

Of course, the use of money is opportunity, But an opportunity to express gratefulness, to affirm our hope on God, the provider.  And to build up treasures in heaven.
Stewarding  His gifts also presents an opportunity in part for our preparation for an eternity with Him.  Money issues get our attention very quickly.  We learn a lot about God by participation in money stewardship.  It should cause us to focus on Him—the source of where the riches we desire lie.  It becomes an opportunity to express contentment before Him because we trust Him.  We find that a biblical approach to money is for our good, for our protection.
However, Money has its dangers.  It is said that 9 out of 10 men can handle being poor.  1 out of 10 can handle being rich. 
1 Tim 6:6-16

6 But godliness actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied by contentment. 

7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. 

8 And if we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. 

9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. 

10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang. 

11 But flee from these things, you man of God; and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness. 

Did you notice?  The warning?  He is saying, “Do Not desire or pursue money!”  But pursue righteousness, godliness, faith , love perseverance and gentleness. 
Again, it says not to desire or pursue money. “Desire or pursue means to “make it our purpose or to will it.”  It is more than just wishing it; it is the focus and pursuit of it.  Do we make our life’s purpose the pursuit of money?  Most do.
Although money in and of itself is amoral, it is necessary as it links us to the world—it is a must to exist in the world.  By itself, it is safe, but only when properly handled.  But without proper handling, it is dangerous.  The love of money leads us to independence from God.  
I would say that it not only leads us to independence from God but the purpose of the pursuit of money is to position ourselves to be independent of God.   If you are making the pursuit of money your purpose in work, your goal, aware or not, is to be independent of God.
 Independence in any form is both a false perception and not in our best interest.  This applies to all, regardless of your belief system or how secure you are.  

The man with the temporal mindset of money:  “But the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful” (Mark 4:19).
Money promises a lot; delivers little but deceit.

Money promises the “good life.”  We see a monetary windfall, a bonus, a raise, a great deal and we look at it as good fortune, a blessing;   more is better—that is the world’s value system.
This leads us to independence, idolatry, and away from God.
“Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, cease from your consideration of it” (Proverbs 23:4).
“But woe to you who are rich for you are receiving your comfort in full” (Luke 6:53).
“He has filled the hungry with good things; and sent away the rich empty handed” (Luke 1:53).
 “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God” (Mark 10:24).
[bookmark: _GoBack]5 Observations: on the pursuit of money
1. Those that love money will not be satisfied with just money.  The desire for money, like all appetites, is insatiable.
2. The desire for money makes a man selfish and causes him to use and exploit people for personal gain at the expense of ministering to them.
3. The desire for more money produces worry and anxiety.
4. It can create a non-biblical sense of self-worth and significance.
5. Money is deceptive.  If you have the money that exceeds your needs based on your standards, you can incorrectly assume and be deceived that God is pleased with you.  In the same sense, a man can incorrectly assume that when God takes away his income that God is displeased with him.
There is nothing wrong with being rich.  The warning is that being rich is a place of danger. God wants us dependent on Him, not independent of Him.
Luke 16:13-15

13 "No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one, and love the other, or else he will hold to one, and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon." 

14 Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, were listening to all these things, and they were scoffing at Him. 

    15 And He said to them, "You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; for that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God.
NASB
This passage tells us that if you think you can pursue money and God at the same time, you are deluded and deceive yourself.  If you try, money will always win.  It is impossible to serve God and money.  It is impossible to ride the fence.

Application: How do we?
How do we check ourselves on this?
First, one needs to continually check his attitude toward money.  This comes with constant review of the scriptures, motives and accountability with other like-minded men.
7 Points of Application:
1.  If you don’t have riches, don’t seek them.  If you have riches, don’t seek more but develop and mindset toward stewardship of what you have been given.  
2. Of course we care about the outcome!  we are stewards of His money.  We don’t go into business or go to work to lose money.
3. We are called to work.  But God is in charge of the provision.  We are to view people not as business prospects, but people to be served and loved.  We are in E2!  We don’t go to work to make a living!
4. We are in the marketplace to represent Jesus Christ.  We are his representatives.  (Matthew 5:16; 2 Corinthians 5:20).
Matt 5:16

16 "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. 
NASB

2 Cor 5:20

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

NASB

5. To approach business for temporal wealth tends to create independence from God, use people as opposed to serve and minister to them.  You cannot serve and manipulate them at the same time.
6. We are not pleasing to God because of my shrewd investments.  We are pleasing to God when we use what he has given us to His glory.

7. Our temporal achievements have no eternal value (2 Peter 3:10)
2 Peter 3:10

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 
NASB

The attitude of servanthood and the skill of stewardship are commanded in Scripture.  “Be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves” (Matthew 6:19-21).  
Receive money as God provides.  Steward the resources for His purposes:  spend it, save it, give it away based on eternal motives and values.  But don’t desire it, pursue it or love it.   Don’t make it the purpose of your life.
Jesus said to pursue the treasures in heaven not the treasures on earth, the temporal things of this world. (Matt 6:19-21).
The income is God’s doing, not ours.  We are to respond correctly as stewards in managing it.  He did not say, Go into the world and make money.  He said to go into the world and make disciples.
William Carey, the English Indian missionary said, “I'm not afraid of failure; I'm afraid of succeeding at things that don't matter.”  Seems like he had a perspective of money on his mind.

My final point:  What is our desire?  More money?  Seems that we are really after security, peace and contentment-- presuming that money will do that for us.  We are deceived, thinking that more money and a change in circumstances will bring the desired security, peace and contentment we desire.  
John Rockefeller, the founder of Standard Oil and one of the wealthiest Americans of all-time, when asked how much is enough, said, “just one more dollar.”
Can I be content and secure with one more dollar?  Or, can I find contentment and security in better circumstances?  I think not.
The better choice is to practice contentment in what God gives to us.  It is a choice, based on who God is--based on His character and promises and when properly applied, He creates a peace and contentment, regardless of circumstances.
If we are primary motived by temporal gain, the world’s value system, our lack of contentment will become obvious.  It is a by-product of a mis-placed temporal hope.  
In the same sense, if motivated by the eternal, we will experience that which we really desire, contentment, security and peace.  Be motivated by eternal things.
Some people think that they are discontent because God is not paying attention to them.  They need more money or a promotion, etc.  That He has forgotten them or no longer in control of the world, much less their lives.  These are lies!
Lack of contentment breeds comparison and illegitimate expectations.
“Not that I speak from want for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am” (Philippians 4:11).
Note that contentment is learned by a deeper grasp of the truth!  Not by getting a higher net worth or higher income!  For example:  
Heb 13:5

5 Let your character be free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you," 
NASB

Discontentment is a function of lack of gratefulness. A man cannot be grateful and discontent at the same time.
I’m not talking about the “feeling” of gratefulness.  I’m referring to a decision you make.
Feelings will come after the decision to “practice” gratefulness.  Gratefulness is a powerful healing tool.  If you don’t “feel” it, fake it.  The feeling will come with the practice.
See Hebrews 13:15:  The sacrifice of gratefulness.
Contentment does not mean complacency to get out of the game.  It doesn’t mean laziness.
For when grateful you tend to focus on what you have, not what you don’t have.
Some possible indicators that a perspective adjustment is needed. 
1. Anxiousness over lack of control
2. using people vs ministering to people
3. compromising the commandments and my convictions.
4. Disappointment  and blaming others in losing a deal
5. Living outside of His level of provision
Start with confession and move to repentance.  Spend a few minutes in silent prayer or spend time tonight getting right with God on your perspectives on money
Four recommended MIM books:  Profit Motive, Rewards, Riches, Why Go to Work?  
 
Time for questions?
End in prayer.
As Walt used to say, “Good Luck”
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1     Money Notes   Updated:   M arch , 2026   Note:  highlighted in yellow is power point deck   Green highlight are breaks   “If George Could Talk…Perspectives on Money”     I  understand   chasing the dollar.  Maybe you can too.   That describes a good por tion of my life.  My goal  at 25 was to make my first million by  30 th   and retire by age 35.   M aybe you’re thinking you ’ve got it made.  It’s all over   but the counting.     Or on the flip side, maybe you ’ r e   caught w ondering where it all went to?   I   r elate to going broke.   19 86   tax  a ct for  i nvestment real esta t e:   value s, debt ratio.  My case.    Bankrupcy out?     P salm 15:   “ Oh  Lord, who made abide in your tent?  Who may dwell on your holy hill?  He who   walks with integrity.  He  w ho swears by his own hurt and  does   not change. ”    Bank rupcy was not a debt relief vehicle  for me.  12  years for God to retire the debt.   I am not  proud or  boasting of my experiences; merely bring this up to demonstrate  the importance of  biblical  persp ectives and the profound   impact they can have on a life , particularly in th e area of money.   I presume m any in this room are wealthy .   Perhaps most or all of us.   Truth is, by any measure, we are  rich  and have  extensive  experience s   with money.  We  are all involved with   mak ing   it ,  handling   it   and  spending it .     But did you know that money is one of the most addressed topics in the scriptures?  Jesus  addresses the  topic more than any other .    Given the  importance of money in our culture, m ay I suggest that  t here is a  reason for its position in the scriptures .    I found that through my own financial journey that the answers  to money issues  can be  answered and relied upon in  the  Bible .   Seems that  t he   Americ an past - time  has morphed  in to   the pursuit of money.  We are the richest country  in the world  and   currently   enjoying  the highest per capita income in  our  history.  You would think that  would result in an equally high contentment and gratefulness level.   But  our desire for  money   has become insatiable.   We   have the highest income per capita in   our nation ’ s   history   and yet most   claim  they   are  living  paycheck to paycheck.     And certainly , we can’t do without our   $7 coffee s  multiple  times  during the day .  O ne survey I read said  that over 50% of Americans eat out at restaurants 4 or more times per week.    Nothing wrong with 

